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0.

INTRODUCTION

This submission has been prepared to accompany a development
application by Mr P T Cleary to remove flood deposited sand and
regrade the subject site to give a landform suitable to grow crops
and stock feed.

Details of the existing zoning and planning controls are given, the
existing site and environs are detailed, and a full description with

appropriate plans of the proposed development is explained.

The Department of Agriculture at Windsor has been approached 1in
regard to the existing potential of the subject site and the likely
environmental impact is also assessed for Council's consideration.



Z.8.

THE SITE & ENVIRONS

The subject site for the proposed agricultural improvement involving
the removal of the flood deposited sand and regrading, is
approximately a 4ha part of Lot 4, DP 979541 fronting the northern
end of Hall Street, Pitt Town.

The site contains one dwelling house and associated domestic and
rural outbuildings. The higher parts of the site are generally used
for a citrus orchard with a sweetcorn/maize crop adjacent on the
northern side -of the subject site. The remainder of the site,

generally along the river, is used for grazing purposes.

The following photograph shows the majority of the subject site taken
from the northern fence line of Hall Street. The citrus orchard on
the highest land can be seen in the top of the photograph with the
maize crop being the mid-green paddock to the left hand side of the

photograph 'under' the citrus orchard.




The property opposite the subject site is used mainly for grazing and
the property to the north, on the 'peninsula' of the river, contains
a small caravan park and grazing activities. The subject site is
shown hatched on the following page.
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3.1,

ZONING & PLANNING CONTROLS

3.1. Hawkesbury Local Environmental Plan 1984

The site is zoned as Rural 1(a3) under the above Plan and agriculture
and associated works are allowable uses. Extractive industries are
prohibited.

The land is flood liable, being almost totally below the 1 in 20 year
flood frequency level as shown on Public Works Department of New
South Wales' publication, 'Lower Hawkesbury River Flood Plain Atlas',
May 1982. The proposal is allowable under Clause 35 of the Plan, no

buildings are proposed.

No items of environmental heritage are on the site or on close

adjoining sites.
Clause 42 requires that any development needs the concurrence of the
Metropolitan Water Sewerage and Drainage Board, the site being in the

water catchment area of the Hawkesbury River.

3.2. Development Control Plan No. 21

Council has the above Plan relating to bank stabilisation and
agricultural improvement within the flood plain. The proposal
conforms to the general aims and objectives of the Development
Control Plan insomuch as it proposes to remove flood deposited sand
and regrade the land to provide land suitable for the growing of

stock feed and crops.

3.3. Sydney Regional Environment Plan No. 9 (Extractive Industry)

The subject site for the removal of the sand and regrading is within
the area at Pitt Town covered by the above Regional Plan. This Plan
was introduced to protect the high level sand deposits at Pitt Town.

According to investigations undertaken by the Department of Mineral



Resources (Baker 1977), there is no high level sand under the site
now proposed for regrading. High level sand does exist on the total
site to the south generally under the citrus orchard.

The Regional Plan allows extractive industries with Council's
consent. However it is contended that the proposal is primarily an

agricultural improvement and not an extractive industry.

As agricultural improvements, the proposal may need to be referred to
the Department of Environment and Planning under Clause 11 of the

Regional Plan. -

The proposal will not have any adverse effect on any land contained
within the Regional Plan.



4.0.

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

The proposed development involves the removal of flood deposited sand
and general regrading on the subject site to give an acceptable 4ha

paddock for the growing of crops and stock feed.

The topography of the land in the general area of subject site
allows, when a major flood occurs, the flood waters to pass over the
subject site and the land to the east and west. This flooding
isolates the land to the north on the 'peninsula' with the river

taking a new path as shown on the following page by arrows.

The flooding of this section of land in 1978 left behind a deposit of
sand over the site generally and left a bank across the southern part
of the site.

Attached at the rear of this report as Appendix 3 are plans prepared
by W F Cole, Surveyor, showing the existing contours and levels of
the land and the proposal for the levelling and regrading as required

by the owner.

Sheet 1 shows the contours of the land with spot levels at various

locations on the site.

There are two low spots on the site that contain pits with a
connecting pipeline and a 375mm pipeline to the Hawkesbury River. A
small excavation exists adjacent to Hall Street where some material
has been removed. Existing trees and vegetation are shown on Sheet 1
which are mainly regrowth. Any that can be retained with the proposed

work will be retained.

Sheet 2 shows the long-section of the base line along the edge of the
sweetcorn/maize crop. This area is remaining unaltered with a fall to

the pit at chainage 00.
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The cross sections along chainages 00, 50, 100, 150 and 185 are shown

on Sheet 2, with the finished levels shown in red.

The intentions of the regrading are to remove the sand covering and
regrade to give an even fall from the north to the south with
stormwater being collected in the pit at chainage 00. The pit in the
top centre of the site will remain open but due to regrading will not

collect as much runoff as at present.

It has been estimated that with the regrading approximately 26,000
cubic metres, . 39,000 tonnes, of the flood deposited sand will be

removed from the site.

A front-end loader will be used to level the site and to load the

material on the trucks for removal from the area.

It is proposed that the front-end loader and trucks will only operate
between 9.00 am and 4.00 pm, three weekdays a week, generally
Tuesday, MWednesday and Thursday. It is not expected more than 300
tonnes will be removed per day involving 12 truck movements to and

from the site per day.

This low scale operation is proposed so that minimal interference, if
any, occurs to those residents along the traffic route between the
site and the Main Cattai Road at Pitt Town.

[t is estimated that the removal of the excess material at

approximately 900 tonnes per week will take approximately 32 weeks.
40

The gravel section of Hall Road and any roads on the subject site

will be watered to stop dust rising. This must be undertaken so that

the owners' citrus trees and fruit are not adversely affected by the

deposited dust.



_]0_

The Department of Agriculture at Windsor was approached on behalf of
the owner to assess the suitability of the paddock for the growing of
crops and stock feed. This letter to the Council is attached as
Appendix 1 and states that the sand is not suitable for the growing
of any horticultural or agricultural crop. The 1.2ha area referred to
is basically the most heavily deposited part of the site along the
southern side but the deposited sand needs to be removed from the
whole site and the site regraded to make the whole site suitable for

agricultural pursuits.



5.0,
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The environmental impact and effects of the proposal will be

restricted to the following matters:

5.1. Regrading Works

A front-end loader will be used for regrading and loading of trucks.
No persons reside close by the site and, with the topography, most
noise will be shielded from adjoining dwellings. The short daylight
hours of the oberation will keep any adverse effect in this regard to
a minimum. A water cart will be used to suppress any dust nuisance on

the site or on the gravel section of Hall Street.

5.2. Transport Route

The transport route from the site to the main roads system means that
12 trucks per day must pass along Hall Street and Bathurst Street to
Pitt Town. These rural roads are not heavily trafficked at the moment
and the 12 trucks per day, 24 traffic movements, will not adversely
affect traffic movements on the local road or the main roads system.
Minor noise interference may occur to those residents living along
the transport route, however, with the restricted hours of operation
during the day, this interference is not likely to be great and

within acceptable limits.

5.3. Agricultural Use

The site is not at present suitable for crop or stock feed growing
because of the flood deposited sand. To restore an economical use of
the land, this sand must be removed and the site regraded to give a

suitable landform far agricultural use.

The resultant land will be a benefit to the owners and the community

generally.
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5.4. Environmental Effects

A check Tlist of environmental effects is attached as Appendix 2.
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CONCLUSION

The subject 4ha site forms part of a large rural holding used for

citrus orchard and for minor crops and grazing purposes.

The development application required to be submitted by the Council
is considered to be primarily an agricultural use of the site, which

is allowable in a Rural 1(a3) area.

The removal of the deposited sand from the site 1is a necessary
consequence of the work proposed because the material is not suitable

for agricultural purposes.

The proposed work is necessary to allow the utilisation of the
subject site for economic and viable agricultural pursuits. The
general overall benefit of the work overrides any minor environmental
impact 1ikely by the work and the transport of the material off the

site.

Council should support this application in accordance with 1its

adopted code for this type of activity.






New South Wales Government <22

Department of Agriculture 4
NEW ENGLAND, HUNTER AND METROPOLITAN aeewn%ﬁi%“

Nef
P.O. Box 72,
Mr G. Falson, WINDSOR. N.S.W. 2756.
The Town Planner,
Hawkesbury Shire Council, Dur reteranic;
WINDSOR.

77 230%
045

26th November, 1986.

Re Property inspection for
J. Gough

Dear Mr Falson;

I recently visited a property owned by P. Cleary at
Hall St Pitt Town for Mr John Gough.

There was an area of 1.2 hectares of sand. It was
obvious this area was a break in the river bank and flood
waters had rushed through leaving a sand deposit.

The sand was unsuitable for growing any horticultural
oFr aoriecunlturad E¥ep.

Yours faithfully,
%/~ /% /klﬂwm,

HUGH ALLAN
District Agronomist
Windsor

Copy for your attention:

K.¥. Flemons,
Special Agronomist
Pesticides and Environmental Studies
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5. WASTES MD EFFLUENTS

(i) Will eny nexious oL offensive gases, st=2am, smoke,
odours, vapours, particles, sawdust, shavings, dust
or other waste products be produced in the proposed
processes?

(ii) Will solid trade wastes be sroduced?
(iii) 'Will effluents procuced swceed the currens permitted
limits or criteria for solids, liquids, particulates
or gases? (quote relevant regulations)

(i) Will the project when ccmpleted require Eracuent visits
by pedestrians, motor cars, trucks or public transpor:
vehicles? {give detazils znd estim=te crzfiic volumes)

9. LIGHT, VENTILATION AND RAIW

(i) "Will the develcopwment altar the pattaims &L sSUmlisRE,
davlight or shadows as they affect adjoining properties
or public spaces?

(13i) Will the development crazate rainshadow &rzzs effeciing
established vegatztion on the subject or adjciming
land?

0. SERVEEES

(i) Will cthe project require the amplificaticn of the
following utiliry services: storma/alar dralnzge;
seweraga, elactricity supply, water supply, talepncne
connecricns, gas subply?

et
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L. SOCIAL AND ECORGHIC

(1) TDoes the proposed devalcpment displace exiscing
tena 2

]
N

O O
0 K KK

]
<

L

NN

O
4 K

L]
|

0 O
<



1

(iii) Are there any other social or economic beneficts
‘tg the community which might partly ofiset any }
permanant or tempaorary COSCS of the project as
revealed abave? -

12. MISCELLANEQUS \

(i) Will che project hava any beneficizl effiacts on \///r——ﬁ
che Db roaReRty | '
(i) Y suspected
a that indicated
n rile ouil lultibn
e vi lygnts, maste, noise oF [::] . 2
% ¥ & ¥ g = i
visual impact, or the defilemsnt, defacement oT b
deterioration of the environment by altering or
contributing to the alteration of zhe ratipal aneEs
or the charactar cf developed arzas?
13. Submissions relaring to environmentil factors are Lo ba mzde 33 &
=
letter or report with sueh illusczaiigus, charts, Dhotograchs oT
dizgrams as mizht be necessary to cl2zrly damonsiraia che caZEnzes
which might cccur as & vasult of carrying outl the develcvmant and
the mezsures oroposad to altigate the impact aof that Developaani.
Council resarves &ie rizht to raduire prasantacion oF sowciEfle
details or to raquire inforcation -on any environsental, social or
economic matter not specifisd zbove.

14 . Details of "desiznated development'' as specified in the Regulzticus
under the Enviropmencal Planning and Assassment AcC, 1979, or as
adopted in any Planning Instrument may ode obtained from Council's
Town Planning sectioun.

The following information is reguirad im respect of industrial development in

relztion to scatutas administered through Coun il "gr Healch znd Buildirs

DEnarimen Ly

15: NOISE CENTERL
Will there be zny plant (including any motor Or =OLOTs Or engine or
engines or turbine ox turbines) eithar existing or proposed, that
supply, or are capable of supplying, aicher alone or in the o
aggregate, more than 50 kilowatts (67 horse power) of ' [::] i\//
MECHANILAL power |

¥6. HBOURS OF OPERATION
Will there be anv operations in or assoclated witch the prooosed
. £ Y I3 ) 'l . . & jp—r——
industrvy outside the fallowing nours:7.00 2.m. to 6.00 p.m. [\/%r
Manday to Friday, 7.00 a.m. te 12.00 Hocan Sarurday. L___

'
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